
As a way to give people a sense of how im-

portant it is to continue looking into the epi-

demic of Missing and Murdered Indigenous 

Peoples, Valaura Imus-Nahsonhoya shared a 

story with the Arizona Senate Judiciary Com-

mittee on a missing person's case she's been 

working on just this week. 

Imus-Nahsonhoya is a citizen of the Hopi 

Tribe and the supervisory victims specialist for 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs. She said their 

missing person team spent the last two days 

helping a family search for a missing Indige-

nous woman in the Phoenix area. 

"Last night, we successfully found her alive 

and we were able to give her back to her fami-

ly," she said. "We were on the streets for two 

days and two nights asking (people) questions 

if they've seen this particular person." 

Standing in front of the committee, Imus-

Nahsonhoya said she is overwhelmed and ex-

hausted because, in those two days, she heard 

at least 12 stories about men, boys and 

transgendered Indigenous people who are cur-

rently missing. 

"This is also the information that we gath-

er," she said during her testimony in support 

of Senate Bill 1215, which would establish a 

study committee for Missing and Murdered 

Indigenous Peoples (MMIP) in Arizona. 

Imus-Nahsonhoya was part of the original 

study committee, which was  created in 2019 to 

focus on Missing and Murdered Indigenous 

Women and Girls (MMIWG) in the state. 

While that committee heard families and 

survivors speak, it was not able to hear from 

those who had missing loved ones who were 

men, boys or transgendered. 

"We would love to give these families and 

survivors an opportunity to share their stories," 

Imus-Nahsonhoya said, and the work from the 

previous study committee shows that there is a 

need to continue to learn and understand the 

impacts of missing, murdered, and other vio-

lence affecting Indigenous people in Arizona. 

L-R:  AZ House of Representative Jennifer Jermaine, Valaura Imus-Nahsonhoya; AZ Senator Victoria

Steele, Dr. Kate Fox and Senator Sonny Borrelli.
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HOPI CALENDAR 

Powamuyaw 

February 

The Cleansing Moon 

Cleansing for new Life 

Feb Powamuyaw 

Mar Ösömuyaw 

Apr Kwiyamuyaw  

May Hakitonmuyaw 

June Woko’uyis  

July Tala’Kyelmuya  

Aug Tala’Paamuyaw  

Sep Nasanmuyaw  

Oct Angakmuyaw  

Nov TömöKyelmuyaw 

Dec Kyaamuyaw 

Jan Tömö’Paamuyaw 

THIS MONTH IN 

HOPI HISTORY 

• AD 500: Pottery and 

weaving were developed. 

• AD 900-1000:  Plazas

and kivas like those of

present Hopi construction

were made.

• Ancestors of Navajos

arrived in the Southwest

in the 15th Century.

• Hopi pottery found as far

away as Verde Valley,

Chinle Valley, Southern

Arizona.
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Happy 

Valentines 

Day! 

NACA (Native Ameri-

cans for Community Ac-

tion Inc.) had the pleas-

ure of welcoming Dr. 

Pearlyn Tomosie, MD, to 

the Family Health Clinic 

this month.  

Dr. Tomosie's goal is to 

practice medicine in a 

small, rural clinical setting; 

working primarily with 

underserved minorities.  

She is excited for her 

work at NACA because 

she believes “that NACA 

is a great clinic that can 

afford her the opportuni-

ty to work in that rural 

clinic setting, all the 

while being close to home 

and in the amazing town 

of Flagstaff.”  

Tomosie enjoys 

spending time with her 

children and her family 

remains active in Hopi 

traditions and ceremo-

nies; going back and 

forth between Flagstaff 

and the Hopi reservation.  

In her spare time, 

Tomosie enjoys baking, 

reading books, and going 

for runs. 

 Dr. Tomosie will be 

available for appointments 

starting Jan 31, 2022.  

For more information 

or to schedule an ap-

pointment, please con-

tact the NACA Family 

Health Center at (928) 

773-1245.

Congratulations Dr. 

Tomosie.  The First Mesa 

Consolidated Villages 

wishes you continued suc-

cess in your endeavors! 

Dr. Pearlyn Tomosie Signs on With NACA Family Health Clinic in Flagstaff 

Fourth from Left:  First Mesa Village Member, Dr. Pearlyn Tomosie 
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